TOOLS FOR SUSTAINABLE FORESTRY:  Lessons and challenges from the field
A Conference Call Discussion highlighting the work of Switzer Fellows in sustainable forestry practice and policy.  The discussion will be moderated by Lissa Widoff, Executive Director of the Switzer Foundation, and led by three of our Fellows working in various aspects of the forestry realm.
Date and Time:
Thursday, June 26, 2008 from 1:00-2:30 p.m. Eastern time

Dial-in Instructions:
1-800-605-5167, passcode: 875294





or




1-719-457-0339 (same passcode)
RSVP to Erin (erin@switzernetwork.org) if you would like to participate (if you have not done so already!)
Agenda
1 – 1:10 p.m.

Introductions

1:10 – 1:45 p.m.
Presentations by Andrea Johnson, Linda Kramme, Carina Bracer, including identification of questions and issues for larger group discussion

1:45 – 2:25 p.m.
Group discussion on questions and issues presented – opportunity for participants to share their experiences and provide resources/ideas

2:25 – 2:30 p.m.
Outline areas for further discussion, ideas for follow-up, if appropriate

2:30 p.m.

Conclude

Presenters
Andrea Johnson:  Campaigner, Environmental Investigation Agency, Washington, D.C.
Andrea will open the discussion by describing her work in Peru combating illegal logging in the Amazon.  She will describe the illegal logging system and points of intervention that her organization, the Environmental Investigation Agency, uses in their work to mitigate the effects of illegal logging.  The forest certification system is struggling in Peru and other South American countries while the Amazon is increasingly threatened by road development and demand for illegal wood products from the U.S. and European countries.  How do our current policy tools work with the messy reality on the ground in developing countries?  Will the forest carbon credit system work in a country like Peru?

Linda Kramme:  North American Forest & Trade Group, World Wildlife Fund, Washington, D.C.

Linda recently joined WWF in its North America Forest & Trade Network (NAFTN) where she works with companies in the U.S. that make a commitment to responsible sourcing of forest products from WWF Priority Places around the world.  NAFTN is part of WWF’s Global Forest and Trade Network, an initiative to facilitate trade links toward responsible forestry.  Prior to joining WWF, Linda was Chain of Custody Associate at the Rainforest Alliance’s SmartWood program in Richmond, Vermont.   Although the forest certification system has had an overall positive effect on the wood products industry (not the least of which is creating consumer awareness and demand for sustainably harvested wood products), there are still enormous challenges in the system.  What have other Fellows’ experiences been with FSC certification?  How can the certification system be changed or improved?
Carina Bracer:  Tropical America Katoomba Group, Forest Trends, Washington, D.C.
Carina works with Latin American countries developing a set of best practices for Ecosystem Services transactions and on promoting legal and governance frameworks that encourage sustainable forest management and conservation using the tool of ecosystem services payments.  The Katoomba Group acts as an ‘incubator’ for these practices, working with local communities to demonstrate the requirements of successful community-based Ecosystem Services projects.  In terms of looking at tools for sustainable forestry, pertinent questions include, what is the best way to ensure rural community applicability?  What sorts of information on project and market development are most needed and via what mechanism?  What activities are there which focus on developing a better legal framework for operating in ecosystem services?  What communities or organizations are working on adding ecosystem services to other forms of production?  How are certification bodies looking at certifying ecosystem services?  

