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ROBERT AND PATRICIA SWITZER FOUNDATION ANNOUNCES 2010 SWITZER ENVIRONMENTAL FELLOWSHIPS AND GRANTS 
BELFAST, MAINE, July 27, 2010 –Twenty-one outstanding environmental scholars were announced today as recipients of the Switzer Environmental Fellowship. This is the 24th year of the Switzer Environmental Fellowship Program of the Robert and Patricia Switzer Foundation that recognizes the achievements of outstanding environmental leaders. Nine new Leadership Grants deploy Switzer Fellows in science and conservation leadership roles on urgent environmental issues.
2010 SWITZER FELLOWSHIPS

Twenty-one leading environmental scholars were recently chosen from universities in California and New England to receive the Switzer Fellowship, which is one of the nation’s most prestigious academic awards for environmental leaders.  Each year, at least 20 promising environmental leaders are awarded $15,000 each from the Robert & Patricia Switzer Foundation to complete masters and doctoral degrees to advance their skills and develop their expertise to address critical environmental challenges. 

“The Switzer Foundation makes strategic investments in individual leadership to improve environmental quality,” explained Lissa Widoff, Executive Director of the Foundation. “The 2010 Switzer Environmental Fellows are pursuing degrees in diverse disciplines and preparing to address the most complex scientific, policy and conservation issues of our time with integrated approaches. These individuals are united in their focus to actively apply their problem-solving abilities to implement positive change in the environmental realm.”

The Switzer Foundation identifies, supports and nurtures emerging environmental leaders. Fellowships are merit-based and rigorously competitive.  Candidates must be recognized for their leadership capacity by their academic institution or by environmental experts. Applications are evaluated based on demonstration of environmental problem-solving, critical analysis and communication skills, relevant work and volunteer experience, necessary scientific or technical background for their field of study, the applicant’s career goals and the potential of the candidate to initiate and effect positive environmental change. 
Switzer Foundation Board Chair Ashley Boren adds:  “The heart of the Switzer Foundation is about supporting and recognizing environmental leadership, especially individuals who are able to think across traditional disciplinary boundaries and shape the future of environmental science, policy and study.  Our Fellows are responding to the need for integrating technical expertise with a commitment to applied work. At a time when environmental issues are more complex, environmental leaders need to have strong communications and policy skills as well as technical expertise, and we are pleased to foster these approaches through our funding cycles for grants and fellowships.”
The 2010 Switzer Fellows are as follows.  (Please see attached for more detailed biographies.)
Stephen Blackmer (M.A.) – Yale Divinity School, Religion and Environment

Harmonizing science and religion in climate change action

Karrigan Bork (Ph.D) – University of California, Davis – Ecology

Endangered species conservation using law and science

Kyra Busch (M.S.) – Yale University – Social Ecology


Environmental justice and sustainable food systems

Noah Charney (Ph.D) – UMass Amherst – Biology


Amphibian conservation and human-nature connections
Kristy Deiner (Ph.D) – UC Davis – Ecology


Alpine ecosystem research and management
Justin Foster (Ph.D) – Boston University – Systems Engineering


Energy conservation through an improved power market
Naomi Fraga (Ph.D) – Claremont Graduate University – Botany


Ecologically sound public lands management
Melissa Garren (Ph.D) – UC San Diego, Scripps Institution – Marine Biology

Sustainable solutions to coastal pollution and coral reef health
Erin Hafkenschiel (MPP) – Harvard Kennedy School – Public Policy


Sustainable urbanization in China
Matthew Hamilton (M.S.) – UC Davis – International Agricultural Development


Sustainable agriculture and conservation in developing countries
Stacy Jackson (Ph.D) – UC Berkeley – Energy and Resources


Climate literacy, and climate change science and mitigation policy
Sarah Kapnick (Ph.D) – UCLA – Atmospheric & Oceanic Science


Climate variability and water resources in North America
Heather Lahr (MESM) – UC Santa Barbara – Environmental Science and Management


Environmental sustainability in the seafood industry
Susannah Lerman (Ph.D) – UMass Amherst – Biology


Improved relations between human communities and wildlife
Michelle Lewis (M.S.) – Yale University – Divinity, and Forestry & Environmental Studies


Connecting under-served urban youth with the environment through religion and

 popular culture
Sara Mersha (M.A.) – Brown University – Environmental Studies


Climate change science and environmental justice
Max Parness (MEng) – MIT – Engineering Systems


Sustainable energy policy in rapidly developing countries
Isaac Silverman (JD) – UCLA – Environmental Law


Environmental litigation as a driver of policy change
Rachel Smith (Ph.D) – UC Berkeley – Environmental Science, Policy and Management


Collaborative planning as a method for sound wildfire risk abatement
Stephanie Stern (M.S.) – MIT – Urban Planning


Energy efficiency and sustainability in cities

John Urgo (M.S.) – UC Berkeley – City Planning


Land use, transportation and pricing policies to reduce energy use at the municipal


level
More information on the 2010 class of Switzer Fellows, and the Fellowship program, is available on the Foundation website at http://www.switzernetwork.org/grant-programs/fellowship-program. 
2010 SWITZER LEADERSHIP GRANT RECIPIENTS
As a complement to the Fellowship program, the Switzer Leadership Grant program provides grants of up to $40,000 to organizations which partner with a Switzer Fellow on a project that aims to directly improve environmental quality.  The 2010 Switzer Leadership Grantees are:

Children & Nature Network (Santa Fe, NM) and Switzer Fellow Sara. St. Antoine - $20,000 – Re-Connecting Families with Nature
Silicon Valley Toxics Coalition (San Jose, CA) and Switzer Fellow Dr. Dustin Mulvaney - $20,000 – Clean and Just Solar Energy Initiative
The Wildlife Trust (New York, NY) and Switzer Fellow Dr. Katherine Smith - $8,000 – Risk Assessment for Exotic Wildlife Importation
California Public Utilities Commission (San Francisco, CA) and Switzer Fellow Beckie Menten - $40,000 - Energy Efficiency Strategic Plan Implementation
Maine Department of Conservation, Bureau of Parks and Lands (Augusta, ME) and Switzer Fellow Misha Mytar - $30,000 – Conservation and Economic Development in Rural Downeast Maine
UC Berkeley, Center for Green Chemistry (Berkeley, CA) and Switzer Fellow Dr. Mike Wilson - $30,000 – Chemicals Policy
Whale Trust (Maui, HI) and Switzer Fellow Dr. Meagan Jones - $40,000 – Strategic Organizational Planning
California Invasive Plants Council (Berkeley, CA) and Switzer Fellow Doug Johnson - $25,000 – Chair, California Invasive Species Advisory Committee
American Rivers (Nevada City, CA) and Switzer Fellow Dr. Mark Tompkins - $30,000 - Central Valley Flood Management Plan
More information on the Switzer Leadership Grant program is available on the Foundation website at http://www.switzernetwork.org/grant-programs/leadership-grants.  

In addition, the Foundation gave one grant under its Collaborative Initiatives Fund.  This program provides funds to facilitate collaboration among Switzer Fellows who are working on similar issues in order to leverage their individual and organizational resources to advance progress on an environmental problem.  The 2010 Collaborative Initiatives project is:

UCLA Center for Embedded Network Sensing, Los Angeles, CA and Switzer Fellows Dr. Nithya Ramanathan (post-doc scientist, Center for Embedded Network Sensing and founder of Lorax Analytics) and Dr. Scott Fruin (Environmental Health Division, Keck School of Medicine, University of Southern California) - $5,000 to collaborate on the development of cell phone technology to accurately capture and measure noise levels. This collaboration addresses the problem of environmental noise as a human health hazard.
The Robert and Patricia Switzer Foundation is a results-driven family foundation that invests in individuals and organizations that drive positive environmental change. Founded in 1986 the Foundation is a grantmaking organization that mobilizes leaders from diverse disciplines who focus on integrated solutions to environmental problems. Through the Switzer Environmental Fellowship Program and related grants, the Foundation supports a network of over 470 Fellows who are leaders in nonprofit, public policy, business, academic and government sectors working to solve today’s environmental challenges. 
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